Aviation Radio Calls:
Accuracy, Brevity, and Clarity ~ 
Before you press the MIC button; check the volume, squelch, frequency, listen, pause, and think:

Who Am I Calling?


Pilots operating in the Air Lake area
Who Am I?



Flight Design CT N376CT
Where Am I?



10 Miles South-West @ 3,000 MSL
What Do I Want To Do?

Fly to the airport and land on runway 12
Listen for others, Press the button; pause a half-second to allow the radio to spool up; speak clearly and authoritatively, release the button when done speaking, listen for any replies.
Air Lake Traffic

Flight Design See-Tee 376 Charlie Tango
10 South-West @ 3,000

No need to say “miles or feet” ~ Accurate Direction/Altitude is Critical
In-Bound to Land 12


No need to say “runway”
Air Lake



Omit the word Traffic on end of transmission.  








Never, ever, say the words “Any traffic, please advise.”

Air Lake 



Omit the word Traffic while in the pattern.

Flight Design See-Tee 376 Charlie Tango

45 to the Right Downwind 12

Approaching the pattern entry position.  (Note left/right turns)
Air Lake

Air Lake

Flight Design See-Tee 376 Charlie Tango

Downwind/Right Base/Final/Right Crosswind/Upwind 12 
Omit the word Runway, Include left/right turns.
Air Lake

When on the ground, state your position as “Taxiway Alpha at the Terminal Building” (or gas pumps) and then what you want to do; “Taxi to 12 on Alpha.”
When at an airport with a control tower, you first call the ground controller; i.e. Saint Paul Ground and then the usual who/with/where/what.  The only additional piece of information is that you are required to have checked the ATIS and include in your initial call up that you have the current weather and NOTAMS i.e. Information November in your ‘who/with’ statement.

If you are airborne and inbound, include the information statement in your ‘who/with’ statement.  Instead of calling ‘ground’, you would of course be calling “Saint Paul Tower” for permission to enter their airspace.  Make your initial call 10~15 miles out; but be listening sooner to get the mental picture of the area.
Example:

Saint Paul Tower/ Flight Design See-Tee 376 Charlie Tango/15 South-west/Inbound to Land with November

ATC – Advisories or Flight Following

Request Taxi & Squawk Code from Clearance or Ground Control
“Saint Paul Clearance”
(If operating out of Holman Field)

“Flight Design See-Tee 376 Charlie Tango”

“East Side Hangars with Information November”

“VFR Direct to Brainerd – BRD Bravo Romeo Delta”  




(If you have an airway or route planned describe it, otherwise use ‘direct’)
“Ready to Taxi, request Squawk Code for VFR Flight Following”

Ground will ask your aircraft type and equipment: “FDCT (Light Sport) /(slant) Alpha (DME and Mode C Transponder equipped)”

Ground will respond to you with taxi instructions.  

Clearance delivery will ask you if you are “ready to copy?”

You may say “stand by” if you are taxiing, do not try to write a clearance while on the move

You must write it down and read it back in the same order given.

“Ready to Copy” Example below:

FDCT 376CT
C
Cleared to _____ (destination or first waypoint)

R
Route (i.e. direct or airway or initial heading)
A
Initial assigned altitude 4,000 or remain VFR and clear of the Class Bravo airspace

F
Contact Departure on 121.2
T
Transponder code is 4345

You then read back the controller instructions as said to you, or, make any corrections or ask questions

Ready for Departure

“Tower” 

“FDCT 376CT” 

“Ready for departure on 14”

Tower will advise when you are cleared for departure.  Read back Tower instructions 


“FDCT 376CT
Departing 14 Left Turn-out to the North”

Upon becoming airborne and being told to change frequencies from Tower to Departure

“FDCT 376CT”
/ 
“121.2” /
“Good Day”

“Minneapolis Departure”
/
“FDCT 376CT”
/
“5 north of Saint Paul at 2000”
(State altitude and position)

Departure will acknowledge you with: 

FDCT 376CT Ident
You will then press the Ident button once on your transponder

FDCT 376CT Radar Contact 6 miles north of Saint Paul, Altimeter 29.92

Maintain heading and remain VFR outside Class Bravo Airspace until advised 

Read back any course heading, altitude, altimeter setting, or instruction ATC has given you:

“376CT 
Altimeter 29.92
2000
340
Remain VFR outside Class Bravo”

Listen for your radio calls, watch for other traffic, maintain your course and assigned altitude, advise Minneapolis Approach of any altitude or direction changes you wish to make, or when you have your destination airport in sight and wish to change to 1200 and local CTAF.

You may request Advisories (flight following) from ATC Minneapolis Approach while airborne.  The procedure is similar to the ground request, only you are calling “Approach – FDCT 376CT with request”




Use at your own risk.  Consult your FAR/AIM for official information.
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